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MONKEYPOX 

What is monkeypox? 
Monkeypox is a disease caused by infection with the monkeypox virus. Symptoms can include rash (looks like 
pimples or blisters that appear on the face, inside the mouth, and other parts of the body), fever, headache, 
muscle aches, swollen lymph nodes, chills, exhaustion, and respiratory symptoms (e.g., hospitalization, and are 
rarely fatal. 

How is it transmitted? 
The virus can spread from person-to-person through direct contact with the infectious rash, scabs, or body fluids. It 
can also be spread by touching items (such as clothing or linens) that previously touched the infectious rash or 
body fluid, by respiratory secretions during prolonged, face-to-face contact, or during intimate physical contact, 
such as kissing, cuddling, or sex. 

Who is at increased risk of infection? 
Anyone can be infected with monkeypox, however the risk to the general public is low. In the current U.S. 
outbreak, men who have close or intimate in-person contact with men (such as men who have sex with men) have 
been disproportionately burdened. 

What can be done to prevent monkeypox? 
Anyone can be infected with monkeypox, however the risk to the general public is low. In the current U.S. 
outbreak, men who have close or intimate in-person contact with men (such as men who have sex with men) have 
been disproportionately burdened. 

• Avoid close skin-to-skin contact with people who have a rash that looks like monkeypox 
• Do not handle or touch materials such as bedding, towels, or clothing of a person with monkeypox 
• Limit your number of sex partners 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water 

Is there a vaccine available to prevent monkeypox? 
Jynneos vaccine is licensed to prevent monkeypox infection. The South Dakota Department of Health (SD-DOH) is 
working with South Dakota healthcare providers to offer the Jynneos vaccine to persons at risk for both 
monkeypox infection and severe illness. As the current outbreak evolves and additional vaccine doses become 
available, SD-DOH will assess which other populations may benefit from vaccination. Given the limited number of 
vaccine doses, persons meeting the following criteria below are vaccine-eligible: 

• A man who has sex with men; AND 
• Is currently living with HIV; AND 
• Is a resident of South Dakota 
 

Among those meeting the criteria, vaccine may be further prioritized to persons who are: 

• Currently sexually active 
• Had multiple sexual partners in the past 3 months 
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